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Moody Bible Institute

Women'’s Concert Choir and Bell Ensemble

The Moody Bible Institute, founded in 1886 by evangelist D. L. Moody, teaches the Word of God
through a variety of ministries to transform lives around the world. A faith ministry supported by
God's people, MBI reaches lives through undergraduate, graduate, and distance education, as well
as media such as radio and publishing.

The ministry of music has always been an important function in the ministry of Moody Bible
Institute. This ministry includes four touring ensembles: the Chorale, the Women's Concert Choir
& Bell Ensemble, the Men's Collegiate Choir, and the Symphonic Band. Membership in these
groups is open by audition to all undergraduate students. The ensembles tour twice each year,
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appearing in churches and schools throughout the U.S. and Canada. They also minister in area
churches during the academic year. In recent summers, groups have traveled to Norway, Sweden,
Ireland, Scotland, Central and Eastern Europe, Korea, Japan, Africa, Australia, and New Zealand.
The ensembles' individual and combined ministries are also a highlight of on-campus concerts
and conferences such as Candlelight Carols and Founder's Week.

Founded in 1955, the Women's Concert Choir & Bell Ensemble has sung and played to
enthusiastic audiences all over the United States and around the world. The group, composed of
women representing a variety of academic majors, seeks first and foremost to worship God with
their music while emphasizing musical excellence. The ensemble has been able to minister in
locations including Austria, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Germany, Korea,
Japan, and Hawaii. The choir has also participated in international tours with the Men's Collegiate
Choir. Together, the groups traveled to Atlantic Canada in the summer of 2003 and to New
Zealand and Australia in 2005.
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Conductor ~ Hong Xiangtang

A native of Singapore, Xiangtang is in the process of completing her doctoral studies in Choral
Conducting and Literature at the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. Recipient of a
fellowship and the William H. Schuetz Memorial Scholarship from the U of | School of Music
for choral excellence, she holds the distinction for being the youngest applicant accepted into the
doctoral program. Prior to her residency at Illinois, Xiangtang earned a Masters in Choral
Conducting from Westminster Choir College (Princeton, NJ) on a full academic scholarship, in
addition to support from the Singapore National Arts Council.

Xiangtang particularly enjoys mentoring young conductors, getting to know her students as
individuals, and making music with choirs at all levels. Her passion for choral music was ignited
when she first heard a choir sing at church, as a child. That experience left such a deep impact
that she sought special permission to join those adults in music ministry as a seven year-old. This
eventually led to an undergraduate degree in Sacred Music at East Carolina University. In 2006,
Xiangtang was appointed to the faculty of Moody Bible Institute, and her primary responsibilities
involve rehearsing and touring with the Women’s Concert Choir and Bell Ensemble, carrying on
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more than fifty years of rich choral tradition as the group’s third conductor.
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